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POLITICAL DISCOURSE 


OF THE 


Ruine of States. 
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GGHAFT. L 


| | 
Of the Original, Progreſs, and Circumvolution of States, eſpecialiy 
of the Jewiſh. 


g; H E firſt Model that appears to us concerning the 
& Government of this lower World, reſembles the 
W' Creation ; where, to the whole, we apprehend 
matter, form, and a God; ſo here, matter, form, 
and a Diſpoſer ; the matter conſiſts of People, 
and ſcituation of Place, conlidred without Or- 
; der or Art: The form ( where the matter is 
OO mW Teduced to Order and Art ) is either viſible in 

the beauty of Nature and Art, as Trees, Edifices, &c.- or Imaginary, 
and that is grounded on the courſe of Nature, delivered to us by 
Tradition _ Scripturez hence we imagine a Man, from him a 
Family, from them a compaQt of Families , from them a Village, 
( increaſing to Villages) they to a City, thence Cities , Villages , 
and Families united under one Diſpoſer, which ſome call a Father, 
others a King or Ruler ; and this diſpoſure being the firſt, 'and 
according to the rule of Nature the laſt, is1called Monarchical, and 
therefore we ſee all other Governments reſolve into it: For where 
progreſs of time, and diverſity of accidents have blinded the Ori- 
ginal of Families, every man repairing to the thought of his Proge- 
nitors, ſome one of them attained to a fingle power over the reſt, ei- 
ther by pretence of Right, Vallour,or Elettion,and this muſt be accoun- 
ted ſacred, becauſe it agrees with the firſt Prototype of Nature * bur 
Ambition increaſing, and every man coveting Dominion, they chanced . 
upon unnatural and monſtrous ways of Government , or rather-no 
Government z For without referring themſelves to one, as nature re- 
quires, every man confuſedly intermedled with each others: affairs , 
without any order or priority : And this is called Anarchy, from the 
inconveniences of which ( their peace being a murual war, and' a war 
their perperual {lavery)' the people found it neceſſary to chooſe ſome 
men out of their number to guide them, and called this government ' 
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Democracy. Theſe men growing rich, heightned their mind, by their 
power over the other people , cauſed an Oligarchy or a Tyranous go- 
vernment of the richer ſort of the people ; to prevent which, the 
richeſt and nobleſt { that their eſtates and degrees might continue the 
more ſafe, and as yet their pride not ſuffering them to ſubmit to any 
one Supreme) they made choice amongſt themſelves of ſome of their 
wealthieſt, and ſuch whoſe virtues made them ſeem of nobler minds 
chan the reſt ; and this form-they called 4riftocracy. Bur then finding 
among themſelves Faftions and Emulations, ſome one of them aſſu- 
med an Arbitrary power of all unto himſelf, and was therefore cal- 
led Tyrant, and his government Tyrnany : Tocorre& which, the Laws 
of Nature and commutative Juſtice were again revived, and all is 
committed to the breaſt of one, which is true Monarchy ; and he, like 
the Heart of the natural body, by commurative Laws diffuſeth Blood 
and receives it from them. | 

Thus this Paternal. or Monarchical government being toſs'd abour; 
at laſt reſolves into its firſt Principles of Monarchy : for what is a Fa- 
ther of a family, but a little Monarch And what is, or ought to be, a 
Monarch, but a Father of Families? And all other Governments are 
bur as eſſays and humane experiments, and ſeldum ariſe but from a 
diſcontented or rebellious Foundation; | 

This may be clearly ſeen in ond xe State, where the Patriarchal 
government (being meerly Monarchial, or the very model of Monarchy 
tor future ages,whether conſidred in the Fathers power over the Right 
Line or Collateral ) continued 238g years, till the death of Zoſeph. 
From that time they ſlid into Anarchy, Democracy, Oligarchy, Ariſto- 
cracy, and at laft to Tyranny (in Sas!) all which was in — 
554 years, at which time, David, a man after Gods own. Heart rul 
as a true Monarch, ( not unlike our Father Abraham) only greater in 
dominions and circumſtances of power. But here the title was pgoper- 
ly altered and called King, not Father z And this Monarchial power 
continued ( with ſome variations and defluxions into Tyranny ) 470 
years, as it is ſcarce poſſible but the humors of the people will draw 
it on themſelyes in leſs time. | | | 

Then for the ſins of the Nation, it travers'd the ſame courſe as it 

had done berwenn FI and. David , which continued 460 years 
when our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the true Succeſſor of Abraham and 
David; had a juſt Title to the Crown. 
- It is obſervable that in all theſe variations, and in their Captivity, 
they. aotwithſtanding lived under the power of a King, though aot 
their natural King, as Pharaoh and the _ of the Canaanites, and 
after, under the Chaldean and Perfian Monarchs. 

And in our Sayiours title ſet out by St. Matthew and St, Zake, his 
Predecefſors (though ſome were ſtiled Patriarchs , ſome Prophets, 
ſome Prieſts ) yet all.are inſerted as Kings, which power though they 
did not exereiſc, yet they had it in right ; By which I apprehend no 
other natural form of, Governmeat but Monarchical, nor fo plealing to 
Divinity : The other ſpurious and excreſcent, and the producing them 
are either fins in us,or puniſhments upon us. 
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Now this may confirm our reſpe&ts and belief of Gods Providence 
over the Jewiſh Nation, it a more peculiar manner, that o_—_ all 
the war and combultions among them, making thern liable ro ſeveral 
mutarions yer their Tribes being kept intire, they received no alterati- 
on, I mean their Nation was not in this time totally transferred into ano- 
thers, for they were called the Children of Adam,Serh,Noah, and Abra- 
ham, and upon their increaſe, Hebrews, 1ſraelites and Fews ; and though 
they were ſeveral times captivated to other Nations, yet the alterati- 
ons of their names procceded from ſome inward cauſe of their own, 
not from any conquelt or impoſition from others, and ſo continued till 
about 4000 years, as ſhall be further ſhewn , which cannot be paral- 
leld by any other Nation. | 

Thus have I ſhewn the Imaginary Form of the Jews government, 
being Monarchical, a people of one Name, one Language, and one 

orm. 

The Viſible Form was ſufficiently ſplendid, for it was a Land flow- 
ing with Milk and Honey, garniſh'd with the goodly Cedars of Zeba- 
20 ; and for building, Feruſalew, when at unity with it ſelf, was ſo 
entire a fabrick, that the Temple, Palaces; and other Houſes ſeemed 
one compatt of Editices, dedicated to Piety, Neceſlity, and Delight, 
affording a Proſpe& ſo Lovely, that, as Foſephus ſaith, it aſtoniſhed the 
moſt Curious beholders. | | 

Now the matter of the Jewiſh Nation was Cnr, or the Land of 
Fudea , which from the Baniſhment of Adem out of Paradiſe till 132 

ears after Chriſt, continued in their native Names, without any 
orain impoſition, but then it was called Paleſtine. | | 

Thus in the matter, form, and diſpoſure of its Government, it hath 
the honour of the longeſt and moſt quadrate continuance of any Na- 
tion, reſpeting Antiquity, Unity, and Flouriſhing. 


CHAP: Il 


of the Ruine of States ; where, of the Opinion of Ancient Philoſophers 
ahd Chriſtians concerning the general Cauſes thereof. 


Aving ſhewn the matter and form of a flouriſhing State or 
Kingdom, it remains that I ſhould now ſhew the Ruine and 
_—_ of Ruine to ſuch a Fabrick both in matter, form, and diſ- 
; ure, 
Fiaing ſignifies either danger, miſchiefs, loſſes, miſeries, extreany 
decay, death, or according to the Etymology, Ruins, is Rnere in alia, 
4. e. when a fertile Land is turned into a Wilderneſs, or when. Peo- 
ple, Laws, Language, are turned into another People, Law and Lan- 
guage, differing from the former: All which did happen to the 


Jewiſh 
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Jewiſh Nation, will be ſhewn in the ſubſequent diſcourſe. But as to 
the Cauſes, there are various opinions. For, | 

Some Philoſophers comparing the inſtability of Commonwealths 
with other ſublunary -Exiſtencies, conceived them equally ſubſeryi- 
ent to the influence, revolution, and guidance of Celeitial Orbs, and 
that they run about to a certain number of years, or point of perfeRi- 
on ; and preſently devolye into the ruine of ſuch States, over which 
they have predominance. 

. Others attribute this ruine to Fate, others to their King, Prince, 
Nobles, People, forain Powers, or Diſfſeation, or ſome, or all theſe, 
ariling from. unequal mixtures of Mariages, or other Procreations , 
whereby degrees, natures, and diſpoſitions prove inharmonious, viti- 
ous, and deitructive. | 

Theſe agree with friforle, That Conſpiracy, Treachery, FaCtion, 
Confederacy, Commotions of People, Sedition, Tyranny, Rebellion, 
and Civil Wars, proceeding from Contumelious or Reproachful Lan- 
guage , Covetouſneſs , Audaciouſneſs, Hypocriſie, Ambition, Emula- 
tion, Suſpition, Contempt, Revenge; deſire of others Blood, ( with 
many other branches of our vitious Natures ) are cauſes of Ruine to 
ms Kingdoms and States which: harbour ſuch Vipers in their bo- 
oms. | | 

This will be clearly diſcerned to be'ſo, if we view the beginning, 
motion; or: cauſe producing Ruine to the 'Temporal Kingdom of Je- 
ſus Chrift,: in the Land of Fade, together with the period or ruine 
of the Jewiſh State. The divine Hiſtorical Scripture (as I ſaid ) 
typifying to us the condition of all other Kingdoms following thoſe 
Jewiſh iteps : For Zeruſalem is held the Center of Fudeas, Fudea Of 
the World ; and the Circumference and Center have always relative 
operations, F 

Concerning the beginning, it is Evident that Jeſus Chriſt came in- 
to the World, when the tulneſs of time was perfeted, which from 
Abraham, by St, Matthews accompt, - was 42 generations, and which 
from the Creation inclufively, was at the entrance of the 63d. gene- 
ration ; and upon that accompt in the year of the World 3906. But 
he was not received into his Kingdom, for Hjs own received him not ; 
which refuſal, attended with their proſecution of him to death, was 

according to the former accompt, thirty three years after his. birth, 
when all things were ar that inſtant perfeQted and finiſh'd. So that 
their malitious and cruel putting him to death, their refuſal, ac- 
companied with the circumſtances of all the aforementioned vices, 
(as ſhall be more at large ſhewn in the following Diſcourſe ) will 
elear the cauſes of their Ruine, Now whether it Ho" in a Plato- 
tick year; I diſpute not,: becauſe Plato himſelf was unreſolved in the 
determipate-and certain ſtate number, And therefore Ariſtotle repro- 
ved his unworthy opinion of numbring Mankind in the Liſt of OS 
meaner Creatures as are' ſubje& to the influence and motions of the- 
Heavens. Beſides, none muſt deny but Kingdoms are ruled by God 
alone, ;and thoſe other cauſes, but Inſtruments of his qo ating 
or;, cealing according to his Command, and that wiſe Men rule the 
$t3x's, ngt;the Stars wiſe Men. In this alſo Fate is denied, unleſs ( as 
1477/7 ny : St, 
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* Logaſlin faith ) by that word be meant the fecret Detree. and Will 
of God. | ; v4 <94.3 by ad wit 
So that I comply id opiniort with thoſe who hold rhat- our Terrefttal 
motions and diſpoſitions are rather the inſtruments of deftrutioin'to 
Stares, than thoſe Celeſtial z Man containing in himſelfhis own: ruine. 
However it is obſervable that ic did happen in the 63d.:generation, a 
ClimaQterick number : But to apply this laſt opinion 'to the . Jewiſh 
State, it will be apparenr by the ſequel, that this Ruine-was' not con- 
trated meerly from the Orbs, nor Fate, nor Number, nor from the: 
bad diſpoſition of their King ( Jeſus Chriſt ) for he was a juſt man; 
(and one in whom no guile was found , conſtantly endeavoring: to 
purge the Church agd State of all defilements as enormities }) but 
from their 4 Nobles entitled, 6 High Prieſts, c Scribes, d Phariſees, 2 :Cr91-23-20 
e Elders, fRulers, g Magiſtrates; from the people called a h Multitude, 74, 25 3% 
a : Number, a & Sort, a { Tumult; from Forrainers and intermixtures d ute 15. 2. 
in Procreations 'with other Nations and Tribes, ( the Narrative of ow 27+ 1; 
which latter I refer to other Stories) and this might be one juſt cauſe x ue _ 
of ruine, becauſe it was abſolutely forbidden to them ; alſo from in- Þ 4ar. 27.20 
croachments upon Degrees and Powers, ( for we read how much w—-—4 
the people prevailed over their Superiors) . 1 Mats, 27.244 
And laſtly, from their Conſpiracy , Seditious Conſultations, pre- . 
teace'of Religious ends, quarreling at Publick expence, Confedera- 
Cy, impoſing Oaths and Covenants, 'Bribing and indire& courſes, in- 
couraging Tumults, forming them into a Military poſture, order and 
obedience, Treacherous ations, Rebellion, ſhedding Innocent Blood, 
with many other vitious tempers, flowing from thele, as will be ſeen 
in the following diſcourſes. EEE 2 | 


The Firſt Particular Cauſe, 


I. Was Conſpiracy of one or more ariſing from Self-will, Diſcon: 
tent, Covetouſreſs, Audaciouſneſs, 8&c. For the Pr He will Mat. 21. 38: 
not have this Man raion over ws. When the Husbandmen of the Vine- 
yard ſaw the Son, ' They ſaid, this is the heir, let :us kill him, and the inhe+ 
ritance- ſbatl be ours, where, by the Vineyeard, is meant'the Kingdom 
of Fnud:e ; by the Son, the Lord of the Vineyard, Jeſus 'Chriſt, heir 
apparent to the Crown ; as proceeding from the Royal Stock, and 
linceaÞ deſcent of- Davida , who of right —_ to. have, ſwayed the 
Sceprer of Z#dah, and raign over the Houſe of Facob for ever. By the 
Husbandmen , the Chief Prieſts, Scribes, Rulers and —_ who had 
got poſſeſſion of the Vineyard, or Kingdom ;. and through Ambition, 
Covetouſneſs, or fear of loſing what they had Ulurp'd, - would ra- 
ther endanger the deſtruQion of themſelves , and transferring the 
Vineyard or Kingdom to other People, than reftore the-Lord of the 
Vineyard his juſt Rights. 

And where ſuch an Aflumption or Deprivation. is, the Deprivers 
uſually caſt abroad- ſuch Titles as may blemiſh the Truth, or deprave 
the true Owners, as unkit to yſe ſuch Rights, and therefore caſt theſe 
Contumelies, Reproaches, Defamations, Aſperſions. 


C Hs 


Matth- 9. 34. 


3), 
. Is not this the Carpenters Sons . . + Ai !. & 
That he did Cures by the help of Devils.) (& 

: That he was'a friend to Publicans and Sinners, 

: 7That he had a Devil and was mad: -- = © 

' That heintended to deſtroy the Temple, and ſubvert the Conſtitu- 
tions of the State. F Lid els 3; 2:0 | $30: 3-43 24 19% 

; That he'would be the cauſe of the Xomans coming in among them. 

[Theſe being infuſed in the minds-of the Envious and Malicious mulci- 
rude, occaſioned diſcourſes, and diſcourſes finding Arguments for diſ- 
contented Opinions , not being curb'd quickly contratted a head and 
ground-work for their Conſpiracy ; and theſe occaſion'd: allo private 
Conſultationsof Lawyers to intangle.Jeſus in point of Law, for whea 


- Math. 22. 34 the Phariſees heard that he had put the Saduces to. filence, they ga- 


Anh. 22. 15 


Fob. 12. 12. 


JO. Its 


thered. together, and one of them asked him a queſtion, and [they 


ſought. how-to intangle him, in diſcourſe, and how to-enſnare him. 


This firft-Conſultation it ſeems gave their platform to the ſucoeed- 
ing, for as yet-we find only an —_—_— of; fome of the better 
fore: The'Phariſees, who not back'd with ſufficient authority, efeQ- 
ed Little ; therefore ſooh after theſe [had conſulted ( according, to the 
moſt approved harmony of .the Evyangeliſts ) the' Chief Prieſts in- 
page themſelyes in a Conſultation , not only to. put Jeſus to; death, 

t his favourites, for the Chief Prieſts conſulted how they mighc 
put Zazarwe to death alſo. . Now by: Zazarws is typified the Favorites 
of. Princes, who are ſometimes Tared from the duſt, or low: degree, 
as Zezarms was z the Princes affeion taking roots either from ſome 
worth in the Favorite, from ſympathy of, Nature, .or that ſuch mea 
ſo highly obliged ſhould anſwer all ExpeQances of gratitude, jnLove 


and Duty and to take from a Prince ſuch boſom friends, more than 


half Conquers him ; becauſe *tis neceffary for a Prince to- have ſome 
Favorites; for ſome natures are not ſoon, and really obliged, eſpecial- 
ly where the Prince. hath-aottime to try their diſpoſitions ; the Envy 
and Prejudide:doge to the firſt, contrafting a fear and diſtruſt ro a& ia 
any: mmployment- cordially ,.and fo' cauſeth doubts as well ia the 
Peace as 1n the \new Favorite.' But: Jeſus having aſſumed perfe& hu- 
ama 4 for:in this diſcourſe 1 medle not with his Diviaity., I con- 
ſider him onlyas a Man, anda King) by his reaſon queſtionleſs did ca- 
tity: foreſee the-cruel intents of the Jews ; he therefore praftiſed his 


Zranth. 13. 16 OV !/Dod&rine,. Ts be wiſe as £:Serpemt, (inmocerit as 4 Dove ; and th 


his Divinity might hays affiſted bitm-with Power: to. hurt or kill, yer 
he'rather choſe ro take.rhei wings of a Dove, fleeaway and beat reſt, 
than diſturb:rheirs. And therefore his firſt Counterwork againſt their 
proceedings (to ſhew that to prevent the fury of an Enemy we may 
juſtly: flee from :0ne City t0ianother ) was this, He went to Zpbroip 
and there declared for himſelf ; Firſt by aſſerting the Law, | 


. (24.:T,' Thou. ſhalt not; cover thy neighbours gaods 
4.11, Thou ſhalt: not ſpeak evil of any man. 
{+ri2 * IL1.:Godge nor, left ye. be __ | 
I V. Thou ſhalt do.no9 mutder. 


- But 
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But when DoArines would not: prevail, we. Wale Prince, ktiow- 

ing that outward. Ceremonies often nad ue tcp OR 21, f, 
as Goodneſs, at his Return from Zphraim ,,. when | he was come, 37, 3% 
near to Feruſalem, he ſent two of his Diſciples to 1nform them of 

his coming , both in Meekneſs and State. . EET 

He went not ſuddenly into the Chief City, but others for him made - 

a fair preparation for Entertainment , joyning his Meekneſs with his 
Magniticence ; The People maryelouſly rejoycing at his return, myde 4th. 20.3 
all outward Expreſſions of Joy, caſting Garments and Boughs before Fo. 12. 12. 
him , and much People went out to meet him y with Branches + of Matrb. 21. 
Palm in their Hands; and the Multitude. that went 'before , and Fo. 12. 13. 
followed after , cried Hoſanns to the Son of David, bleſſed is the Kins 

that cometh in the name of the Lord, the King of 1ſ[rael. 40 

| His.Welcom was not more lively expire [in the Suburbs , than © *'", 
in -the City it ſelf, for when he was > into Feraſalem to the 

Fealt , a} the City was moved fo, that here was Love, Joy and Ac- 
knowledgment ſaci, to welcom him to the Crown of» ſraet , 0 

to haye redeemed the Crown (which ſome underſtood by the _—_ 

Hoſanxa) ; and had the People ſtood conſtant to their own: happineſs, * 

or afteQions to him; they might have continued longer; But the - 

Peoples Favour ſometimes , is rather a Ruin, than, Fortune to ſome coupircrs 
Princes;for upon the Conſpiracy, they grew the more violent ——_ 

him, for immediately afrer this great Reception and: .Welcom - of 
Jeſus to the Feaſt ; Zhe Phariſees ſaid 'among |thenſelves , percerve Fo. 12.194 
you not, how you prevail nothing * Behold the World is gone after Manh.21 15 
Him, and in Mat, 25. 15 (pertaining to the ſame Exſtacy of the 

the Magiſtrates ).*Tis ſaid , wh;. the Chief: Prieſts and. Seribes , &c; 
ſew the- wonderful. things which he aid ; and the Chilaren , cxying in the 
Temple, Hoſanna to th; Son of David; they were ſore diſpleaſe ox theſe 
Magiſtrates ſeeing .their Power over the [People in danger, to be 
ſhaken ; 2nd afſujing themſelves, that Theirs would deoreale by the 
increaſe of His; thoughr it bi þ time to ſummon their Spirits and 


unite their Powers , which before: had either cloſely , 5 publackly 

been carried on by: Parties only ; to that end, the Cluet; Pri » 

Surg, and Phariſees unite 99d are - far from co | ing. i 
opal [Entertainment jnto the City,, that the Text puts an, ? 

ſos —_ their Difpleafure » ſaying , they were - ſore diſpleaſed ; and 

the Peoples minds, being baſe and degenerate z when they Tecciy 

repulſe , or are fuffereg to cook, ſeldom hold conſtant to their firſt 

undertakings: Nevertheleſs among the Rulers many believed. in Hips, Fo, 12 42; 

But becauſe of the Phatiſees they did not tonfeſs him , leſt they ſbouls 

b: put owt of th:; Synagogue';z for as the Text fich » FO Matth, 21- 14, 

d 


loved the Praiſe of men, more than the Praiſe of God; io that, he was 
neceſſitated .to abſent. himſelf, once more : {9 he left them and wene 
out of the City to Bethany, for the Motions of the People are: ſuddeg 
and violent , their-Loves built' upon looſe Foundations, toft about 
with every wind, and therefore in human Reaſon the Building had 
better fall , and cruſh only the Materials of _its own Fabrick, than 
ſpoil ſuch Supporters as ſtand-in! the way » or endeavour. to prelerve 
" it from Rain. Some 'Politicians chuſing rather to be Lookers on 

. at 


Few...” Sw rows. _ 
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at z diſtance , thin to" be intruſted' in the Cortimotions , till ' the' 
_— have tumbled themſelves into miſery , by their own diſor-' 
derly Cormpattion ; 'yer from hence alſo he ceaſed not to make ſome" 
larger Aſertions 'of Law, which are expreſſed from the 21 Chap.,' 
of St. Matthew tq the 26. 
Manh. 22.21. Give unto Ceſar the things that 'are Caſars , and ts God the things that 
are Gods, © _ | > 
Mazth. 22: 37; Thow' ſhalt love the Lord with all thine heart , and thy- Neighbour as 
3fs thy ſelf. «281 - 6 29 FL] 
puth. 21 8. , Be not ye called Rabbi,” for one is your Maſter even Chriſt ; woe into you 
Scyibes &c. that devour Widows Houſes, under pretence of Long Prayers. 
Thus from. Bethany , Jeſus had recourſe to Feruſalem , with Pi- 
” . ous Exhortations, but in ſpight of them the Conſpiracy turned to 
- ——>— og Seditious Conſultation : For the Chief Prieſts and Scribes ; and El- 
' ders'of the People then afſembled rogether unto, the Palace of Ze- 
7%ſalem and conſulted to put Jeſus to death ; by which we learn,that 1a 
the- Beſt AQtions, Examples of others are Irforcements to our 1- 
mitation; in worſe, there is a more violent attraQion ; ' we natu- 
r2Hy- run headlong upon things forbidden ; the Virtues of Superi- 
ors may be Preſidents for Inferiors , but badneſs neets none: This 
-> makes all 'Grand Deſigns to be agitated upon Perſons and Places of 
greateſt '|Eminency, for they once maſtred , the leſſer fttoop with- 
out [Diſputation, | 
©» --Befides, the Reſults, which proceed from ſome Eminent Men , 
- --- are: more Authentick with the People , than from one [whom they 
_ in Juſtice rather to . obſerve;) they valuing Arithmerical 
Proportions- more than Geometrical , Number more than Weight : 
Wow it 'is* obſervable , that the Perſons, who oreſwaid the Peoples 
Judgments, were Chief Prieſts, Scribes and Elders; at that time 
Chicf Magiſtrates and Rulers over the Jewiſh State; and their Num- 
ber over Bllnced the Right of Jefus,z and that 'which made their 
Pifniatiohs to the People more! valid z was the common Reverence 
tos'the 'place' where they Sate in Conſultation ; the Palace'ro former 
fabe of Reſidence for their Kings; and'near the Temple; knowing , 
7 among” the Superſtitious Zews , the place would provoke Reve- 


pe :a* Candid Opinion to their future Ations ; yettheſe Rulers 
ing - 
their” Colifulration into Action , until they had conſulted how! to take 
efus by Subfiltie, knowing that - People and Fiſhes are caught a- 
-.: x ftke; the Hodk: with which they are” ſRrook ,' muſt be baited! with 
Tyme. thing pleaſing tothe Appetite and then\ they muſt: not he 
+. Liffered't6 nible - roo Tong before they- be ſRircken' into an Engage- 
mhent, and' therefore their Hook ' was baited -with a Religious Pre- 
*6jice ; for! they faid';; ler ws not take bim on thei Feaſt Day, teſt there 
Sean uproar among- the People, * (i! | (ANN 4 of:1 
34 Thoſ& Who" are once married to- Ignorance, procreate: Devotions 
F Ryerdlimonſtrous -Shapes-' and 'Sex; and - the Father Mother 
nd Childere (oſuperfiitiouſly-aff&Qionared to each other, that what 
he 'Serpettine-Chiltgives the- Mother , She'( like Zve) gives: it to 
her Husband 3 and He without examination takes and cats... | 


e of the e_ AﬀeCtions toward Jeſus, durſt! not pur 


*Tis 


; | 
=. -., . _— | 
"Tis, certain this- monſtrous Devotion is the firſt and moſt plauſible 
appearance of all Sedition in States, and not to be remedied; but w 


Divinity pleaſerh ro abortize the generation. .. & 


. The next promotion of Sedition was a frugal pretenie of ſaving the 
Peoples purſes. , 

. Tothar end, they ſaid, #/hby was this oyntment waſted, for it might Mais. . 
have been fold and given to the poor? —O RS : woes __ 
. Ir ſeems not only the Enemies of Jeſus envied theſe proceedings, 
but ſome alſo of his very Diſciples complied, with the P riſes, fa 
ing him (| in their. covetous Nature) even for works, of Piety dotie” 
upon his Head and Feet ( typifying his Church Militant); good'Men' 
being often enſtared in the Councels of the wicked, hearing their 
pretences in their Speeches and Motions , but not diſcovering their 
ends : But as yet they were not ſecure, till they had made Confede- Confederacy. 
racy, with his own boſom friends, , | "I 

Th:y communed with Judas to betray Sobus _— Lnks 2244; 

, Afuring themſelves that no Confederates were ſo a as. 
thoſe of the Councel with that King, againſt whom the Confederacy” 
is made, in whoſe ihgratitude is not only.a power to diſcover the for- 
mer intentions of that. King, but without diſtruſt to hinder him from 
counterworking their deſigns, and herein they ſhewed great ſubtilty in 
chooſing ſuch whoſe diſpoſitions fitted this Imployinent : Firſt, as 
Covetous, /» taking thirty pieces 5 next- impudent, after it is Iz 
as a treacherous betraying flatterer, ( Hail Maſter, and kiſs d him ) but 
this was riot thought ſufficient, they muſt oblige their Confederates 24.26.15. 
by Covenant, for *tis ſaid, Zhey Covenanted with Judas. Bur here it is <**vers. 
to be-noted, that we muſt not look upon Covenants and Cotitrafts 
made between wicked Men, as if they were of any force to oblige 
- their own Conſciences to performance ; for the intended a& is obli- X 

gation enough to them :, But theſe are made to enſnare the tender 
Conſciences of other Men, who perceiving not the ends, are eaſily 
perſuaded to conſent to things ſeemiggly indifferent : And from thence 
are involved by degrees into the whole deſign. 
| Neither were they wanting by Bribery or other indjte& means ts , 
attain this end, for they Govenanted with Fudes to berry Feſws for 1, - 
money. ; 
Now we need not wonder money ſhould produce ſuch unexpeRed 
events in aState, when is hath power to make an Apoſtle betray his 
Maſter, fo thateven goodnel(s it ſelf in this World, js fubje&to it. 

Whileſt theſe deſigns were in Conſultation, and Jeſus knowing one 447-25.234 

of-them ſhould berray hirn, he endeavoured the utmoſt of his humane 
power to prevent them, which was, only to tread the ſame harmleſs 
paths which formerly lie walked in , that is by athird tine abſerit- 
ing himſelf, for Fe w-xt te the Mourit of Olives, w_ to allay the 
Peoples humors , or the Magiſtrates grfhnds for Combinations and 
Contrivements againſt him, by withdrawing himſelf again into parts 
more remote from their Eyes and Conſultations. But leaſt this, with 


his Doftrine, ſhould not prevail, like a wiſe Champion, he prepares | 
3 INMU P D | Jo 2 DP Eſelf 


| . 
EC. Þ 
himſelf for battle, and ordered , That he that had no Sword, fbrald 
| ſell bis Coat ard buy one. | = 
Mar.25.19.9 But the Jews being now-Mafters of the conſultative part, engage 
| the Peopleto the aftive, by raiſing Tumults, fo that Z#das being backr 
2183443 with power came t6 take Feſus, and with hins a great Meltitude, by which 
we ice the Peoples tempers ; for thoſe, who but now _ fed on his 
plentiful Tableupon a Mount near Berhſaide, are. now ready to devour 
fk on the Mount of Olives near Fernſalem ; they,who whilſt his Apo- 
ſtles (in the nature of ſo many Councellors) ſtood firm,did reverence 
tris Botrine and Commands, now ſeeing one of them deſert him,they 
fe By his example hurried to diſobedience. People delight in " 
apa nattrally prone to back all diſcontents ; this made all frat 
oO Avſol8; and the Multitude here F#das ; they examine nor the 
diſobedicace of the one,. or faithfulneſs of the other. And thoſe Magi- 
ſtrates who are wicked enough to employ ſuch inſtruments againſt 
theit Soveraign, ſhall never find them unready to be employed. 
For *tis likely this multitude, as well as others, conſiſted of various 
Opinions and Diſcontents, ſome to oppoſe his Rule over them, others 
becauſe he would not let them drink of hisCup ; ſome, becauſe they 
might not ſit at his right hand in the Kingdom, others becauſe they 
were ttot baptized of his baptiſm, ſome becaule they had not received 
Cures, others becauſe they were not . called or conſtituted Diſci 
ſdime becauſe they had not drunk of his Well of life, and cthers, be- 
cauſe they had' not filled themſelves with his Bread and Fiſhes. 
- Thus hoping, for better uſage from this diſcontented Favourite, they 
are eaſily induced to joyn with him againſt Jeſus. And ſo from Tu- 
£ mults, they proceed to War, and reduce the Tumults to a Leader and 
Jo.183 aMilitary form, for Fudas came with 4 band of Soaldjers aud Officers from 
the High Prieſts, as it were intimating to us, that when People are once 
cnEaged todo miſchief,perceiving themſelves in ſome danger,they are 
willing to be direQed by thoſe whoengaged them in ſuch ways as may 
tehd to their preſervation, and the deſtruction of thoſe whom they ap- 


© But it feems by both theſe Evangeliſts, this deſign againſt Jeſus was 
acd by a regular and irregular number of Men ; the one a promiſ- 
cuous ſort of People, the other reduced to form and order, yet both 
-- - "entruſted with Arms and Weapons, for the 'Text faith, 
ACre14, 43, , They went with Swords and Staves, 

What kind of weapons thoſe Swords and Staves were, whether like 
our Swords or Halberts, I ſuppoſe is uncertain to our Age, but it ſeems 
ſuch.as might offend others, and defend themſelves, and the Magi- 
ſtrates were eli reb Military power ſhould be committed into 

Iigement of mutual confidence ; they,by truſting, 


' their hands as an 

theſe for undertaking ro a& the truſt, 
_ They were ſubrile roo in choſing a time beſt ſuiting with Tumulcu- 
Mark 11,43, Qusations ; for *tis ſaid, There was with him a great Multitude with Zaw- 
Fo.18.3, thorns and Torch:s, which ſhews it was in the Night, the fitteſt time to 
engage People, willing to run headlong upon all undertakings, and not 
knowing what they intend, are not willing toſee what they a. For 
«5 the Eye, the quickeſt ſenſe, gives firſt notice of danger ( to? _ - 
clt 


(4p) 
felt is paſt) ſo that 'which is foreſeen is comiog, if not gone 
and ſhould they ſee it, they would fail inall their enterpriſes, becauſe 
che relolutions of attaining their end, are moſtly built upon ſeale, not — 
reaſon ; {tubbornneſs, not honour, of valour : befides,fuch Tumulrs in 
che Night raiſe thegreater terror and amazement in all others mot in- 
rereſſed 1a the deſign z and though their combining Magiſtrates might 
now have aQted all things by force,yer like Politicians (to keep their 
credit with the people) the chief Commanders of this Military pow- 
er, conceal their primary intentions from them, gently and plauſibly 
obliging the Tumults or People, to be guided by inftruttions ; faying, "0" PIPET 
whoſoever I kiſs, take him and hold him fuft, ſend him away ſafely. It ati 11. 14. 
{eem'd to bea fair pretence of great care and reſpet go Jeſus, whenas 
it was Telolved that Jeſus once taken ſhould be put to death. And 
could the People diſcover how they are made the Engines 6f all State 
deſigns, what ſeveral-Miſts and Fallacies are caſt before their Eyes, it 
were able co put Demurrers into rbeir heads, and reſtrain them from 
ating in matters, the Lawfulneſs whereof is generaly diſputed : But 
Fudas having fully inſtruted and poſleſt the people, and they ready 
to give gbedience, march towards Jeſus, not only with inſtruments 'of 
* Art, but of Nature, a Tongue wounding like a Two-edged-Sword, 
and fo joyning treachery to force, ##4as goeth to Jeſus like an humble 
Petitioner, and ſaith, Hail Mafter , Cruel diffimulation, where words 
exprels pteſervation, Deeds deſtruction; Lips kiffing, Hands and Heart 
Killingz a Riddle in nature and reaſon, yet Foab prattiſed it on his Bro- 
ther roſe, when he ſaid, Art thowsn health my Brother ? and ſtrook 
him at that inſtant under the Fifth Rib.And here Fudas ; Hail Maſter, 
Souldiers take him ; Yet before this ereacherous AQ was effeRed, Jeſus 
having a good reſolute party about him; uſed defenſive reſiſtance, for 
one-of them which were of Jeſus Party, drew his Sword, and firoak 4 
Servant of rhe High Pti-ſts,and ſmote off his Ear; for Jeſus had bid himz 
that had nd Sword,to ſ"{1 bis Coxt,aad bay one;npt to offend, but to defend z 
Preparation for defence Creating an excellent animation to the Spirits 
of the Defender, and often diſcoursgeth the Enemy, where there is ſonie 
Teaſpnable equality of oppoſition:But Jelus had only two Swords ; for 
one of his Diſciples faid, Me have here two Swords, and he ſaid, it wat 
exozoh, ſignifying his Civil and Eccleſiaſtical power asa King, which 
being oppoſed by the many Swords and Staves of Schiſm and FaQion; 
Conſpiracy, Treachery, and Rebellion, proved too and too po- 
ceat ro be diſhearrned from their intentions, by a reſiſtance fo little 
formidable, ſo that after ſome Conteſtations, Skirmiſhes and Blood- 
ſhed, expreſſed by the cutting off Malchas Ear ( for defence of him- 
ſelf) overpowred by the Multitude ( not applying this Diſcourſe to 
his Divinity.) and perceiving the treacherous dealing of Fudes ( late 
of his own _ ) and after many turnings, windings, and convey- 
ance of himſelf 'away from them, at laſt / though he might otherwiſe 
have ſhifted) ſuffers himſelf to be ſurpriſed, by theſe their ations of 
 tubrilty and power. | | 
So they laid hands on him, ana took him ; which teacheth us, that Suc- — 
cels is no Argument of a good cauſe. He that had Twelve Legions of T7955 
Angels at command to bear him up againſt all evil accidents, is = 
cs gap 


Mat.25.45. 


EI ID TIO 


- Mat.26.56. 


(12) 
graſp'd by rhe hands of a rude and rebellious Multitude, to ſhew that 
, Princes, though never ſo good or potent, are ſubject to the violence 
and miſchievous deſigns ot the People ; and herein they were diligence 
obſervers:9f- the infiryions of their Commander ; for they only laid 
hands on him, and took him, and then delivered h:m over to the other 
Confederates, and tis likely the People ſaw no further into the defign 
and intent of killing him: And therefore before I ſpeak of his delivery 
over to other his furure miſeries and Death, I will trace the ſteps of- 
their policie, in ſuppreſſing the party —_—_— Jeſus, by making 
them. through fear. of miſchief flee away ; for his Diſciples forſook hims 
asd fled, though ſome.of them were truly faithful, yet even thoſe were 
not ſufficiently watchful upon duty , nor others couragious, but find- 
ing; themſelves overmaſtered by the Multitude,forfook him ; yet in 
this the Diſciples did but imitate Jeſus himſelf, who often ſhun'd 
dangers foreſeen, as at this very time; when the Elders were diſplea- 


| dat his Triumphal welcome to the City, in prevention of # ſurprifal 


webt .to Bethany : and as delayingtodo a thing, givesno denial;ſo per- 


ſons} goingaway or abſenting argues no cordial deſcrtion. 


70.18.16, 
Luke 22-57» 
ALirk, I 4s 68. 


Mat.26. 71s 


But others,as Peter, more reſolute than the reſt, reſolving to abide. 
their nutive Country, followed Jeſus as the Text ſaith, Peer. followed 
Feſi afar off to ſee the end, Mat.26.58. and ſodid another Diſciple, Fo. 
18. 15. Butat laſt the Enemy found them, and uſed them. ſo. roughly, 
that ſome of them renounced. their Cauſe and Maſter. And the Con- 
f:derates believing all light and malitious ſuggeſtions,cven fore'd them 
t9.. Oaths and Execrations to .paeſerve ther1®Lives ; for the Damſel 
that kept the -Door ſaid, This man was alfo with him ; he anſwered, 7 
know him not; Another Maid alſo faw-him and ſaid, 7his fellow was alſs 
with Feſius of Nazare#h ; he denied with an Oath , Another contideatly 
affirmed, Of a truth this fellow (Peter) was one of them, Thou art a Ga- 
lileap, and thy ſpeech agreeeth thereto and betray:th thee ; Another of 
the Servants of the High Prieſts (named Malachy } Kinſman to him 
whoſe Ear Peter had (cut off (to ſhew his malice)ſaith to Peter, Did not 
T ſee thee with him ? Then b:gan he to curſe and to ſwear : It deſerves ob- 


. feryation, that in this. Tumultuary proceedings :of the Fews, * Wo- 


men :bad power to keep the Dore gf Juſtice, a great ſign of a femi- 
niggand decaying Age. And where there is a preinteat of injultice, 
their. curwus natures joyned with other {light occaſions, are oppoxtu- 
nities, and ſo /it proved to Perer, whothough he had ſhewn himſelf va- 
liang with his Tongue z proteſting, 7hat though all the Horld denied or 
left Feſ#s,he would not z and with his hand he did fight for his Maſters 
defences yet this very P.ter, rather than enſnare himſelf in equal 
danger with, Jeſus, upon a Womans affirmations, and other ſugge- 
ftiqns and examinations , 1SASs it were forced to deny him, once with 
an alſeveration, 7 kwow him not, then with an Oath : And laſtly, to ſe- 
clbre his: Perſon from danger, curſt and ſwore, till the Parties demand- 
ing wereſatisfied. Denials or Oaths taken in a compulſory ſenſe, for 
preſervation of our temporal beings, as at preſent they take from 
us;the: glory:of Martyrs, ſo unleſs we expiate the offence by future 


' repentance, and weep bitterly ( that is ) deal in ſome meaſure as ri- 


gidly with gdur_Souls in the courle of our Repentance, as our ſears 
Þ < | GON- 1 
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C13) 

conceived th ofe Meri would haye inflicted on our bodies (had not out 
Oathes prevented: their fury) It ſhall be ſaid to them inthe World to 
come, you were not they who continued with me in te 100, and : 
Cn the reward of Martyrs, if not other — of 2: 

rutian. 5M, | . 

But to proceed in the next-place, They diveſted the parties ( adhering 
to Jeſus. ) of their Goods, Ma.24+51,52: For a young man having a Lin- 
nen gloth about his naked body , they laid hold on hiumand the young 
man left: the LinnenCloth and fledfrom them naked; where 'tis to be ob- 
{erved,that firſt he who followed: Jeſus, had only a Linnea Cloth left, 
which almoſt Nakedneſs was a ſufficient Teftimony of his AﬀeRion,and: 
thartheAttendance proceeded from pure Love tv his Precepts;for he had. 
left all co follow him. Secondly, The young men laid bold os him ( which 
is not fully rendred) for they laid hold on his Garment, and not on Him. ;. 
for he left 7h«t,and fled away.) So the Third Obſervation (which arifeth; 
from this and the foregoing Verſes) is, That thoſe who ftaid behind to; 
ſee what would become of ZFeſ#s, were forced to take Oaths for their; 
Preſervation ; who fled, were forced to leave their Goods behind them.. 
Theſe are two great and uſual pieces of Policy, the one to tiethe Gon 
ſcience, the other the Hands ; for if the Hands were not kept from A-, 
bility and Inſtruments of Revenge, the Mind would oft be, dictating gp- 
portunities and Arguments af Occaſionto the-Conſcience : And of. all 
Policies this laſt is eaſieſt effeted; fo that where on the one fide there 
iS a fear to keep what a man hath, on the other, a Reſolution to take, 
all ; the Work1s ſoon done. And now is-the Time come which Jeſi 
had foretold of their Cruelty to the Party adhering uato hims, in thel 
Words , /H#boſoever killeth you, ſhall think he dath God good Service y for John 16. x: | 
the Cruel-minded man is -{o þlinded: in his. Actions, that- Cuſtom agd 
Reſolution in bringing his Purpoſes to effeR, diſableth him from diſtin- 
guiſhing Piety fromImpiety: TI ft gt 

But to return to the Ations which more punRually concern Jeſus, 
the multitude having as yet only;laid hold. on, and taken him , are by 
degrees perſwaded x0 condutt and deliver him to thoſe thax were Com yi. 2s, 52, 
trivers and Judges. _ — Tt 

For they wholaid-hold on Jeſus, lcd him. away to. Caiaphas, where the 
the Scribes and Flders were Aſſembled ; by which we-;learg,that People 
once engaged, are ready to proſecute all Commands of -thole whoem- 
ploy them ; hey are diretted, like Apes, by the Eye of Judicature, or 
Pretences of Juſtice z for the molt Impious Jo ſtudy and .cadeavour to 
be countenanced by Goodneſs-;. and though,,.by Naturg.we are-cormups 
and bad, yer as if we durſt not own that mcjous qualigyc we contrive 
virtuous Shadows, Vails and ,Comcealimegts, 90d therefore, Caiapher,agd 
the Presbytery were firſt thought. fit to diſcuſs the Caſe.of Jeſus the 
People nxt conſidering that they were 0 Judges, and Acculers, z 
for ſo ſoon as the Chief Prieſts, Scribes -and, Elders'had him in-yhein 
power, they protectly proceeded to ſuborn Wianeks fallly, .to-raite 
Gro'inds for the Accuſation of Jeſus. © ' i 7 wy” : 

zaearh ; -and at Mat. 27.254) 


They ſowht falſe witneſs ain} Feſm , how to put ; 
They ſeldom want Aſiftance, who incenf to work Miſchief; fo rhar 


_ 


laſt there appeared falſe witneſs, &c. 
there 


there were Aecufers 'and Accuſation: quickly produded;;  fuicientfor 
hy Judges ts proceed on}, 'which no:Uoubt were oonrbived beforehand 
foyithe moſtytvantage aguinit him, 12nd farisfaQtion re the People 3 for 
theyblemiſhighim with Szcriledgs; Wſhth 14. 685'\ Tha hetos/d deftroy 
the Temple of God, and build it np in three days, and that he imreaded to 
bBw# i» the) Romans. 1 'hinted befote;2thar the Chivf'Priefty, 5+, had 
hvightaed the 'Yeoples good Opinion!coiicerning 'thulr' 0wn\Zeat and 
Pity; and here the firſt Accuſation dpainlt Feſis, is is Inteavions- of 
ſubv&#ting; the Fabrick df heir Religion; This , as'it is the&fitft Pre- 
teh& of Rebtlion'; {6 Rebellion havibg once got rhe Maſtery,/: ids the 
fiſt Accuſation dgainſt thoſe they may 


04 hey 66nquer, that elvis AcHons may be 
— rhebaterhig from Poſterity:Bur it is worchy the not t inf St: fark 
\ 1Þ/8g: being the very next Verſe, *tisfaid, Jn this ht Hirneſſet ddl not 

ax fee fv» 


ferber] And it is xmoft Divine Jadg ment, tharfach whoate're- | 


_ baltious in bSrate, pretebding Religion 1h themſelves; and-blemiſhin 
) theGbodnefs of [othors) ahwbgh ahe tmay have ſutceſd, and/tgree in 
Civt matrers, Her they feldom concur in Eccleſiafticks ; yet diyepli- 
/ tiePre mithally allowed arid caſt abroad among' them, that their 
| | may be Rrengthetied, each endeavouring- aagmentation-of his 
| pidibs: But left-theſe -Diſagreements in matrers of: Religion 
ns. 2% 63. FI Proerets Diſebrd in'point of State; they accuſe him for per- 
_ wihting-the Nation, denyins Tribate 40 Calar, -«xd ſaying thit he was 
Ebyifh the King 7 adj this by 'the loving God, tell ' us whith:r tho be 
AU if |! ot this Anvitred' of God,' or att thow the King of the Jews * 
IbvLing Bow Gahgercuk it'is to own what Violence hath" takenand 
| $1 $6 what is'g6t-by infamoas proceedings {raiſing the Get- 
i cdol t% 6 Conguerers into\rcondition of! Elteem) cantiot' be: queſtioned 
4iour greater ' prejudice to the loſer, than his former 1015: for by 
wm intheſe words, 7how ſaift ir; [Jeſus loſt his Throne and Life, 
Pp . i High Prigfts, Scribes, &c. into ſuch a heat of paſſion; that 
mh their Cloths, WfiiewTthough x Cuſtom among the Faw)! is 
atfEtableny'6f ſhch envious! 4nd! malicious timds;' as\chuſe rattiereo 
2 -: 1-1 FP ard Givelt themſelves of rheir 'Earthly Goods than 'be'tifpolleſt 
_— rk ” Pleaſures upon others. | , £61 4 I - 
1B ut Feſus held Þis 106" died} anſw:ytt nit a word; inſornth that 'the 
" __ hn bir net clry oo Glentfo' Jong asHis'Do- 
avhte had fret fentertiifitfiebt!, but he! would nc meddlc with Di- 
ſpures; ſeingthere' were fo. thay Falſe Gloſſes/ahd miſinterptetati- 
6ns of his worls : \Sfletree it Y'man Hfknown Eloquende and Ability 
of 'Pirrs; #529 aally WYnfrdle;' in esJepth' of Rexfon; and where 
Eloy noe /catljor evail?(Albrice tf "aps ame verge 
I1WVHO at trondIee tt imagining the reaton of 
chew pony be p 


his Lu Orticr hey with the reaſon 8 His' Argumndnts ; 
ye they! cofifinuad” ing him, ſayig 1 711-14 whether rhot art the 
Chroft*'' Agd Matilaſt fl ing "Nis pfexr folution) rs'6wn his Right, 
Re canfwered! Ze brbe 


fas; ſparit act tto juſtific] his Right and 
. Tixle, by acknowledging himſelf Mes beg, ol King Anoi — | 

-- Attd that*%s eb purpoſe BO mar born and for tir reviſe care into the 
world, Eſteeming. his Honour to: AﬀetVAges beyond his" preſent 
Preſervation ;- yer his fotaiet filence end'this ManiRftation of _ 
wivith "1 elf, 
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ſelf, { -incens'd: their fury., that . without: further” Priof 5 They — . - 
fy Matih. 26: 66 


replyed:: and. ſaid he i guilty of Death. ; Qb: Ignorant- Pe 
oe, in that your Eyes and — il :be - blinded, 
thus 'to:viſe in Tumules againſt Jeſus your' Legal King!, to -pur- 
ſue him with Swords and Staves , to lay youir unhatowed hands 


upoh -1:his | Sacred. Perſon , - to lead him away , 10: deliver him 


and yet ziot diſcern that you'were but Engines of :qthers Trea- 
chery3 (-both in the beginning mation , and: in the end-of this your 
Ruine )! Did you know of Z#d«« his private Contra@ with the 
Fewifh\ Priefts * Did you know of their Refolutzons to flay him, when 


he was-betrayeds Did you know! of their Subtlety in - ſuborning 


and inftrufting witneſſes .againſt him £ Did you throughly weigh 
the” Reproaches wherewith they reproached- him, | whem:they ſaid 
he had a- Devils Did you conſider. his daily} goodneſs, rather ex- 
preſfing a' Deity , when they accuſed his Friend{hip to Publicans 
and Sinners: Did you dive into their Equivocation, for they might 
conceive him ſo by intending their Converſion , not Confuſion? 
When they blemiſhe him with madneſs , did you ſurvey the: compo- 
ſedneſs' of all his ARions'? When they affirmed his Intentions of 
of deſtroying the Temple , and ſubverting the State , did you 
foreſee his. Reſurreion , their Cruelty , and rightly judge of his 
endeavours to reform the State, and mend what your . violence 
had marred? Whea they divulged his practiſes of bringing in the 
Romans upon you , did you conlider his own Title to your Kings» 
dom; and-that to have' done it, had utterly deſtroy'd hisexpeRation 
and intereſt, and yet- you wilfully vote him guilty of death < You 
might have remembred the Cures he performed upon many of yous 
the Care he took to purge the Temple, in which you placed {o 
much Devotion , that it run even 1ato ſuperſtition ; the works 
of his' Noble Progenitors giving Luſtre ro your Nation ; and: if you 
would not have gon- ſo far back, your late Triumphal Enterrcain« 
ment of him , with Garments ſpread , Boughs ftrewed., and Hoſar- 
»a ſung to the Higheſt. What hath he ſince done, that 'you now 
Conſpire the Deatly of the beſt of all your Kings ? This - proves 
you - the 'worſt of People ; a Nation-more like Devils than Angels, 
and confirms whar God ſaid; 7e are ftiff-necked Generation, guilty 
of your own miſery; who knowing he yoke is eaſie , and ths burthens 
toht, and that the Romans was ſcarce ſupportable, yet you rather 
made choiſe of theirs, than his ; and ſo what you thought by -ut- 
juſt means to prevent, as a juſt Judgment is-inflifted on. you g and 


leaſt he ſhould further oppoſe your madneſs, the Priefis:,Screbes » 


Elders, and your ſelves declare that he is file of Dea#t1z. But it 
ſeems the ſentence is not enough , For when they Blindfolded him, 


thy truck him On the face, aud" asked him, - ſaying , | Propheſie wwtv 1.1, 1. 0, 
ts, 'who it is thit ſmote"thee. Some Men care not what: aiſcheit 53. ® 


they undertake, if they can effe&t it\covertly :-from:.chis ground; molt 
Stires:Men uſually n all ' er Aftions;, that Meg irhiift! Pro- 
pheftz, or not know-theie Evems-/4/1and'! ther greateſt: Iryuries re 
done, wheti:the Parties ihfured: areabſRar; or {tes theax 89t; for 
Men of z injurious -mintiare eldemn vdliancioichat the IG 
= 0 


(16) 
of the injured gives an opportunity of Inſinuation, Reconciliation, 
Contrivance for Revenge ,' and moſt uſually conquers their intents, 
ordiſfolves them into compaſſion. : 

Now the Cheif Prieſts;: Scribes, &c. Had two former grand Con- 
ſultations concerning his/death ; the firſt, how to take him, then to 
carry him to the High Prieſt, and lay accuſations againſt him, But 
here they proceed to thethird, laſt and fatal conſultation, and till 
wy had entered upon it , they could ſcarce afford any reſt to: them- 

ves. E 

When the morning was come (or as ſoon as it wes day,) they led him 4- 

Mitth.« 27-8 way, 4nd delivered him toPontius Pilate , awd Pilate hearimg him to be 

Ii 27.65, 8 Galilean ſent him to Herod. 7hes in Jeruſalem Pontius Pilate was 
Governosr over Jeruſalem, and the parts adjacent, Herod Tetrarch 
over the fourth part of Jewry , in which Gaſblee was included , 
both had alike Power to tranſlate all State-Matters within their Cir- 
cuits, fo that beſides their greedy motion to miſcheif , the bring- 
ing Jeſus before theſe two, obliged by their Offices as maintainers 
of Ceſars Conquelſts over that Nation , and Suppreſſors of all uſurping 
Titles ) was a moſt ſubtil Tragical Plot ; for were his Title never 
{o fair he was ſure to be debarred of it, or his Cauſe never ſolegal to 
receiveno juſticez for they were to ſupport the Prerogative of Con- 
queſt, rather than of right. 

Yet at this very time, if the Few;ſb People had not been falſe to 
the glory of their Nation, they might with caſe have ſer the Crown 
uponJeſus,for theſe two were Enemies and but newly reconciled upon 

| this occaſion ; But herein they differed again; for Pilate contrary 
to expeRation, and in prejudice to the Xomes Power acknowledg- 
ed him King ; fixing theſe words on his Croſs { Thi i Feſus King 
of the Fews, ) and confirmed it with this Declaration, what 7 have 
writ 7 have writ ; and doubtleſs had this Favouring: Party which 
was compoſed of Mercy and Juſtice equalled Herods , compoſed of 
Blood and Violence crying , cracifie, cracifie ,  Jelus might have re- 
- covered his Right, But Herods Party prevailing, they proceed to 
Execute -their Decrees : But firſt, I ſhall take notice of a moſt Di- 
vine-admoniſhment to their proceedings; For Judas which bad be- 
Mar.21.3. traid him, when he ſaw Feſus was condemned to death , repented himſelf, 
| end brought again the thirty pieces of Silver to the chief Prielts', &c. 
Saying I have ſinned, in that / have betrayed the . innocent . Blood, and 
they ſais, what is that to w; See thou to that , and he caſt down th: Pei- 
ces of Silver in the Temple, and he went and hanged himſelf, and the 
Os un Pider. Chef Priefts took the Silver Peices , and ſaid it ts not lawful for #« to 
— oh pot it intothe Treaſury , becauſe it ts the prife of Blood, and th:y took 
Councel, and bought with it the Potters Field to bury Strangers in, where- 
fore that Field i called th: Field of Blood unto this day.  » 

It is probable that F#d«s ſo forward in betraying Jeſus, conceived 
the Zews would only ſecure, not deſtroy his Perſon, keep him from, 
not kill him for , —_— his. DoArinesz therefore who vader- 
daking any ation which ab motion from Preconlultation of orbers, 
had need to be well acquainted with the Diſpolitions, Ajmes and ends 
of the: Conſulters, otherwiſe he may run into greater miſchief g's 

| e 
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he intended, and afterwards to ſhew diſlike in ſuch pocenligs MW 
to contratt Jealouſie and Violence vpon himſelf; for fich value not 
the entrance but the contitivance in their deſigns , and tfteem' fo little 
the firſt endeavours, that for 'nbt proſecuting , they ' take from the 
Aſſitters, even what they had lately beſtowed , and whether wan- 
ting Power of Gratitude}, or unwilling the Treachery ſhould be dif: 
covered, or a Divine Juſt Judgment inflifted on 'Treatcherous Metr, 
they are uſually cut oif by thoſe who employed them,, or die with 
fome remarkable difcotitent , and the goods which rhiey have ill gotten 
are employed to the Renefit of Strangers ; But by this Treacherous 
A&, the Zwws are Maſters of their defigns and cruel'' Intents againſt 
Jeſus , which conſiſted of ſeveral degrees, in diveſtmg him of all hii- 
mane additions , comfort and mecellatigs ,. and inflicting variety, of 
_ -1 - and therefore before the point of Death I ſhall ſer them down 
in brief, - GY "Ion | | __ 


" 
4 


| b7 SIR aN te 162.Cl 
of Compoſureaf ſen Con Ro TOR 


The valuing of Barrab x his Life , ( who thad made iafurreQionin 
the City, and committed Murther thereupon ) above the Life of #e- 
ſus, ſignitving the Sympathy of AﬀeCtions in wicked'Men';- who muſt 
approve the wicked AQs of others, leaſt 'by diſcountenancing ſuch, i 


they condemn themſelves. e x LE 
Th y ſcourged , baſfeted him &c. Signifying that the Power of Rebel! ellis ao. 27. 
ous People <e able to force their Prince into a conditiotnof: Slayerys | 4 
They take his Garments from him, ( by ctiem Expoſitors underſtand, 
the: outward neceſlaries of the Church.) «+ wil iN 


*N hey cloath him , with what they allow , not his own ; they did pur orr 
hin a Piirple Robe, and ſuch uſage to a truly generous mind , is the 
moſt ignominious affront. 


T hey. ſuffer him not to w:ar a Crown of Gold, which typifies 'Content- 
ment, but put upon him a Crows of Thorzs, or AﬀiQtions. Te 


; Thy afford him not a Scepter of Majeſty, but a Reed, to expreſs the 
weaknels of Princes power i ſuch a condition, and the Peoples. Conv 


rempt- ORs - 


Th-ir Obeiſance, and Titles cf Dignity are ratherderifory than hum: 
ble and. real ; ſignifying the inſulting Nature ' of people” {as Solomon 
faith) riding os Horſeback. 7 SET 


They bow:4, and mocked, and ſaid, Hail King of the Jews ; owning, 
with their Lips what they diſowaed in their Attions. 


E 


* 


Fo. 18. 31, 


Fo, 19. 17. 


(18) 

They [mote him with their hands, ſignifying Defamation by writing; 
and ſpit on him, typifying Aſperſions and MalediQtions of the Tongue. 

| pat the Reed from him, and ſmote him on the Head; which fig- 
nifies, that when the People take the Crown and Scepter from their 
Prince, they will uſe them both to his deſtruQtion , and needs muſt 
it trouble him when his Crown of Glory is made a Crown of Infamy, 
and his Scepter of Righteonſneſs, a Scepter of Impiety. 


They mocked hins, took his Purple Clozths from him, and they led him 
away, and he bearing his _ went forth. Thus many times People com- 
pel the patient mind of their dejeQed Prince to take notice of their 
indignation, and his Afiictions. 


Their Equivocation, or Prolongation to his Death, meerly to keep up 
the Peoples good Opinion of their righteous proceedings ; for it is 
obſervable when Pilate would have transferred the Judgment of his 
Death tothem, 7be Few- ſaid to Pilate, It is not lawful for us to put any 
man to death ; but when ſaw Pilxte unwilling to Crucific him, be- 
eauiſe (ſaid he) 7 find no fault in him ; th: Jews anſwered , we have 8 
Law, and by our Law he ought to die, b:cauſe he made himſelf, 8&c. Typify- 
ing. the Legiſlative power of a Seditious People. 


ry That their Power might be ſeen over all; they lay heavy Burdens up- 
on, others, not giving the leaſt affiſtance, which is a denounced Wo ; 


Ma.21.32. for they compelled one Simon « Cyrenian, who paſſed by , coming out of the 


Mar, 15. 21. 
Lhe 23g 26, 


Conntrey, to bear his Croſs after him, which typifies, that in ſuch Di- 
ſ{turbances of State, the, poor harmleſs Countrey-man muſt bear a ſhare 
in his Princes Sufferings ; upon which, as the Text ſaith, 7here followed 
agreat Company that Lamented. 


© Thy gave him Wine mingled with Myrre, and Vinagar mingled with 
Gall, flignifying an offer of ſuch things as are diſpleaſing, and even 
gontrary to hutnan Temper. 7 

They Cracified him, or Nailed him to the Crofs, that is, kept him cloſe 
to his AMiQtions. 


.: Between two T hieves; that mixture of Evil might buſie the Peoples 
Minds from .rfleQing upon his Goodneſs. 


-.And laſtly, As a Cruelty unexpreſſible, when they had diveſted him 
of. all power of oppoſition, Zhey mock'd at his want of power to eppofe, 


' Thus by the Conſpiracie of the Chief Prieſts, Scribes and Elders 
(traverſing all theVices afore-mentioned) by the Tumulrs of the Peo- 
Re: by tbe Power of the Souldjers, and by the forc'd Affiſtance of the 
Countrey., his Spirits being waſted by the inſupportable Burden of 
thoſe AMiAions, He cried with a loud woice, bowed his Head, and died; 
tor, which FaCt; ſeeing that neither the'true Title of ZFeſ« ( according 
to their own Genealogy) his Counterplots by Abſence, and Doftrines, 
the Peoples once good inclinations towards him, the Repentance, Deſer- 


tion 
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tion, and wretched End of ZFud«s (the Heads of their own parry) the 
Prediftion of Caiaphas, the good Advice of Pilate, Stranger to the 
State, could divert them from perpetrating an Aftion-ſo-dark and dif. 
mal. We find that ſoon after , the Heavens Chief Miniſter of Light 
was Ecclipſed, the Earth ſhook, the Glorious Temple rent in twain, 
&c. The Vials of Gods Wrath, and the Blood- which they deſired, did 
ſuddenly fall upon them, and their Poſterity z as ſhall be ſhewed in the 
following Chapter. - 


But before I come to the next Chapter , It is to be obſerved what #e- 
ſ« (aid in the height of his AfliQtions, Father, forgive them, to ſhew 
that Revenge doth not belong to us. 


Then, Fath:r , into thy hand [commend my Spirit ; To ſhew that all 
we have is to be ſubmitted to Gods Diſpoſe, and with that Filial Re- 
ſolution he died. | 


His Body was Begg'd , Buried, and Guarded with Souldiers; for 
Men of trayterous and bloody Diſpolitions never think themſelves ſafe, 
and yet notwithſtanding all their Military proviſions, he roſe again to 
Glory, in ſpight of all their Guards and Concealments : For the People 
calling to mind his Pious Life , and ſeeing his patience and. conſtaney, 
and the wonders which followed his death, cried out after his Death, 
ſurely this was a Rightrow Man ; to fhew , that though Princes may 
be eccliplq in their Renown by Seditious People; yet ſcarce any 
Rebellion but turns to the —— of the Prince, or a Ruin to 
that Nation, as a Judgment upon ſuch diſobzdient People. 
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bib , | 9! 21 'C H A P. IV. 
b- of the utter Ruine of the Jews , ſoon after the death of our 
OE fy (1 SAVIOUR. | 


RJ 
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year in Fexuary, the other in March ; there is ſome diſpute whe- 
Chriſt lived 32-0r/'3z and a half,-or full 33 years ; this occafio- 
ned great conteſts in the Church about ſetling Z#after , till at laſt com- 
paring Scripture with Chro , it wasagreed that after the Sun cn- 
tered mto Aries ,' there was to bea New Moon'and a Full Moon, the 
next: Sunday after the Full Moon to be called Pa/m-Sunday, then the 
Sixazy followings Zafter dey (or the day of Chriſts Refurre&ion 
and' from this account all other Feaſts had their daies and. morion defi- 
giied, ſo that Chrift was put to death about the 33th year of his Age, 
according tothe moſt received accompt, and but 3 months leſs accor- 
ding'to 'other Accompts , whereby his ons Generation was full 
32 years; which-being added to his 31 inflnential years after his Na- 
rural Deatht tocompleat his Generation of - 63 years. In which time 
al l things did .happen- which' he foretold y as is mentioned in rhe 
24 of 'SF. Muthew v. 34. Saying , that this Generation ſbould wot paſs, 
till what he there ſaid was fulfilled s for immediately after bis natural 
death his, Generation ſtill continuing.) as the Evangeliſts and other 
Authentick Hiſtories relate) | 

I. There was a great darkneſs over the face of the whole Farth. 

2. TheYeil of the Temple rent from the top to the bottom. + 

3. The Farth quald. 

4. The Rocks rent. 

5. The Greaves opened. | 

6. And many Bodies aroſe , aud went into the Holy City Jeruſalem. 

7. Judas hanged himſelf. 

$8. Pilate 5hat gave ſentence , flew himſelf. 
- 9. The Romans placed Piltures and Images of Swine in their Syna- 
ogues , commanding their worſhip ; which was the preateſt affront that coul4 
offered to their Religion and Leprow Nature. 

10. 7wo thouſand of them were ſmothered between the gates of the Temple, 
making the communication of breath , (which is Life ) their Suffocation 
and Death. | 

11. Three years after the Romans made another great flaughter. 

12. And ſoon after Felix flew 400, end impriſoned 200. and many ſlaim 
at the ſame time in Czlaria upon a Sedition, ; 

13 And « little before the Siege of Jeruſalem, Phanes,mean fellow ( as 
Joſephus calls him) was made High Prieſt, and this was the laft High 
Prieſt , being eighty five in number from Aaron. 14. 


[33 the reaſon of the _ and Gregorian Periods, one beginning the 


Czr) 
« 44. At the Feaſt of the Paſſeover-.(being the laſt Paſleover that was 
kept in Fud:4 ) Prodigies appeared. --, :' bulon 1:41 


15. And immediately after, Feruſalem was beſieged , and taken bv 
Tits Veſpaſian. 


As tothe miſeries they endured in the Siege; and the number that 
were ſlain ; the reader may certify himlelf out of Foſephw, in 
his Book of the Civil ,Wars',. abd the third Bovk of Euſebims, Chap. g. 
Wherein is mentioned, that 1100000 Fews were ſlain, and 97006 
carried away Captive, whereof 2co were flainat a Triumph in Xome; 
So.that by the end of this Generation, the Prieſtly Office of fo great 
Antiquity,and Honour was annjhilated , thejr- Ceremonies, aboliſhr, 
and the People killed and carried away into Captivity ,.and madg a, 


SpeQacle of Derifion. 


And thus ended the natural and influential Generation of Zeſws. 
and his Propheſie fulfilled , 7hat this Generation ſhould not paſs till it were 
fo fuifiled.  Byt becauſe our Saviour ſpakegtheſe words:tothe unbelei- 
vingZews , which he calls a Generation of of Yipers ; and thereupon. 
there may be a latitude in. his words ,, when he {aid this Gerieration 
ſhall not paſs ; if the Reader will add 63 years more being the riext. 
Generation to'our Savigurs; Chronology doth afford theſe Pallages. 


That Yeſpaſia» commandeth all Z#dea to be ſold , and that the re- 
— Fews ſhould offer,their accuſtomed oblations, at the Capitol 
in Rom? , which they formerly paidat Frruſalem. RI ; 


Some Infurre&ions were made by them at 'Maſſady ; where they 
were, lo ſtreightly beſieged, that the ,Fews killed rheur Wives and Chil- 
dren for Food ; and laſtly eat themſelves :and Domitian to prevent any, 
new Commotions, cauſed all the Lineage of David to be ſlain; and 
their Perſecution was not only in. Fudes , but-.in Zeypt , where the 
Romans had ini favour placed them ; but the Fleſh-Pors there had ſo 
raiſed their Spirits that they rebelled, for which they wereall ſlain by 
Licins Quietins and many others in Meſopotamie upon the like - Inſur- 
reQionz and to dazle the memory of their Intereſt , the Romens gave: 
a New Name to #edea, calling it Pal:ftine ; under which Name it 
continues to this Day. Art the ſame timealſo they burat fifty Caſtles, 


and at the ſame time $80 Walled Towns, and waſted ſeveral other 
Towns. In theſe latter Inſurre&ions, as. Hiſtory 131 rey 


£ 


were ſlain, ſo great a number that conſidering the former Slaughter, 


they ſeemed to have haſted in Procreation ,-that they might e 
= Revenge , Deſtruction ,and Ruine - more, rennaricabrs mg 


world. -..: 


” : F - 


Ha their Storizs of their Wars. and Piiniſhmhents beeg written: 
originaly by Chriſtiaiis , there might have beeri; ſame Cay Fade a- 
inſt them, but being delivered to us moſt'by Paſephas, a Jew, who 


a 
Rein preſent at the greatelt Aions , they are of better Credit with 
; G Jews 
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Jews and Chriſtians ; ſathat baving-ſhewn the Ruine of the Jews, 
I hall conclude this Treatiſe with the growth of the Chriftians. 


Of the growth of Chriſtianity. 
The Doftrities and Repute of | Jeſs Chrift , which the Jews 
thought to-have ſuppreft by his Death', proved quite coatrary , for. 
forty days after his Death , 120 Diſciples met in frraſlem; when che. 


4 5.12 Holy Ghoſt fell —_ them, where about three thoyſavd were converted, and 
GS 5,4, about 5000 more. 


ſoon after, 

They taught in Solomans Temple, which was int the Eaft part of the 

- Temple, where the Sexedriz fate, Gamaliet confirming many with his 
> v- That if the Dof#rine were of' men, it would come to nought ; if'of 


704 , wha cau overthrow it ? Mts 5. 39. whereupon a great number 
of Diſciples increafed, and a great Company of the Priefts were obeds- 
ext to the Faith, AQts 6. 7, | _-” 

The Goſpet preached in Sameri«, Afts 8.5. 

_ Simon the Sorcerer Converted. 


Candaces the Queen of e/thiopia's Ennuch carried the Goſpel into A 
frice, AQts $.,26. now Prefter Fobw's Countrey. | 


The Conyerfion of S4u/, named Paul, Atts g. 
Many believed in Foppe and Ceſaera. . 
| Paul Preached at Damaſcus in Arabia. 
| Cormlins a Captain in Ceſaree converted. 

* And many believed there. £7: 10: 
* Philiy\Preached in Aithiopic: 

| The Goſpel Preached in Cyprus, Cyrenc, in ——_ Antioch, in 
fis, where the Diſciples were firſt called Chrifians, ARts 11. In Sekewcia, 
Salumi Pa (here Seg #s Paulus was conyerted') in Perge, Pam- 
plies i Fo, A 13. 4 
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The Zews refuſing Pau/'s DoQtrinez he declared he would go to the 
Gentiles, Ads 18, 6. 24, 46. Accordingly went to /copium, Zyſtre, 
Derby, Liconia, Allebie, Phenicia, Phrigia, Galatia, Troat, Stmothracia, 
Neopolis, — Lyaia, where the Jaylors Wife was converted. Am- 
phipolis , Apollonia , Theſſallonice , Berea ;, Athens, Corimth, As alſo in 
Syria , Achaia , Epheſus , Crete » Matedonia. 

To ſeveral other parts of Greece, Aits 20. At Alfſer, Mittelyde, Chi- 
0s , Samos, Tragylum and Miletw, AtChaos, Rhodes and Patare, Tyre, 
Ptolomews , Putenli , and at Rome, andother parts of Italy. 


Theſe were the Chief Places in je Europe and Africs; which are 
mentioned in the 4F#s of the Apoſtles; where the Diſciples preacht 
the Goſpel within the —_— of twenty fix years after Chriſts Death. 
Other Credible Authors do ſpeak of St. Pau/s coming into Frances 
and of Symon Zelots and Foſeph of Arimathescoming into Ewgland, and 
other Diſciples into other parts of Z#rope, which may be peruſed 
in ſuch. Anthors as ſtrive for Precedency in Chriſtianity, fo that 
within the compaſs of this Generation, adding 35 to his Age of 32, 
both making 63 years, part natural, and part influential : Zudai/a 
was diſcountenanced in all places , and Chriſtianity exalted. 


Which upon this way of accompt,did happen in the year of the world 
4000 ; for if 31 years be added, as I faid to 3969, at which time 
Chriſt died , then this accompt makes 4goo years , which agrees 
with the Ancient Opinions, that the world ſhould continue 2000 years 
before the Law , and 2000 years under the Law, and 2000 years un- 
der the Goſpel, of which there is expired 1648 years, 

By what I have writ in this Chapter, the Reader may diſcern the 
Efficalie and Event of Gamalicls $ before mentioned , and may 
aſſure himſelf, that this proceeds from God and not from Man: And 
if any Jew or Chriſtian ſhall ſearch the Progreſs of their Nations, and 
find ſome ſutable Duration, Mutation and DeſtrufQtion ; Let him with- 
all compare the Cauſes and Conſequences, and then what I have writ 
hath Parallel and Za, | | 


. 


FINIS, 


